Quiz on Britain.
I. Choose the best option for the gaps. 
1. Great Britain is an island made up of  _________ . 

a, England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

b, England, Scotland and Wales 

c, England and Scotland




d, England only

2. The official head of state in Britain is ________ .
a, President






b, Prince

c, Queen






d, King

3. The leek and the daffodil are both plants used to symbolize _________ .
a, Wales






b, England

c, Scotland






d, Ireland

4. Britain is __________ Italy. 

a, about the same size as




b, smaller than 

c, larger than






d, exactly the same as

5. The British flag is red, _______ and white. It is known as _________ . 

a,  green – Queen’s flag





b, yellow – King’s flag

c,  blue – Union Jack





d, black – National flag

6. About _________ people live in Britain and _______ people in London. 
a, 58 million – 7.7 million




b, 35 million – 4.5 million

c, 73 million – 10 million




d, 100 million – 10.5 million

7.  Although Britain is in the north of Europe, the average temperature is quite mild because of warm water from ________ . 
a, the Gulf of Mexico





b, the Mediterranean

c, the English Channel





d, the North Sea

8. In 1066 the English king was defeated by William the Conqueror at the Battle of __________.
a, Brighton






b, London

c, Dover






d, Hastings

9. What is the capital of the Republic of Ireland?

a, Birmingham






b, Dublin

c, Dover






d, Belfast 

10. What is the highest mountain in Britain? 

a, Ben Mecdui 






b, Chairn Toul

c, Ben Nevis






d, Ben Lawers 

11. ’Bobbies’, ’fuzz’, ’cops’ and ’pigs’ are all nicknames for __________ .
a, shop assistants





b, postmen

c, tourists






d, police officers

12. The day after Christmas is known as ________ .
a, Boxing day






b, Christmas Eve

c, Christmas Day





d, Halloween

13. The Great Plague was a(n) _______ in the seventeenth century.

a, celebration






b, illness

c, sports event






d, family festival

14. ’Auld Lang Syne’ means __________ is a song from Scotland, sung on New Year’s Eve. 

a, yesterday






b, tomorrow

c, on Monday






d, a long time ago

15. What does the following proverb mean? ’Nothing ventured nothing gained.’

a, You have to try or you won’t get anything


b, Don’t question good luck.

c, Act early and you can save a lot of trouble.


d, From one problem to another.

16. The proverb ’Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth’ means _______ . 
a, People often don’t like the same things


b, Don’t be too sad after a small accident.

c, Don’t question good luck.




d, There’s always something good in bad times.

17. Yorkshire pudding is eaten on Sunday for lunch. It isn’t sweet, it contains ______ .
a, eggs and bacon





b, eggs, flour and milk

c, eggs and beans





d, eggs and cheese

18. The word ’pub’ is short for _____ . 
a, place







b, public house

c, entertainment





d, meeting place

19. The Scottish emblem is a _____ . 
a, thistle






b, daffodil

c, shamrock






d, rose 

20. The Notting Hill Carnival is a street festival related to ____. It’s a big parade and people dance day and night. 

A, the Scots






b, the British

C, the Welsh






d, the Caribbean 

II. Decide whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE?

1. People in the Shetlands remember the Vikings with a festival known as ‘Up-Helly-Aa’. 

2. St. Andrew is the patron saint of Wales. 

3. The tradition, April Fool’s Day, is from the Middle Ages. 

    Servants were masters for one day of the year. 

4. Midsummer’s Day is on 24 July. It is the longest day of the year. 

5. Stonehenge is connected with the Druids who used it for a calendar. 

6. Guy Fawkes’ Day is on 5 November. Fawkes and his friends tried to kill King James I in 1605.  

    He and a group of friends put a bomb under the Houses of Parliament in London. But the King’s 

    men found the bomb. They took him to the Tower of London and there the King’s men cut off

    his head. 

7. Queen Victoria’s husband, Prince James brought the German tradition of sending Christmas

    cards into England. 

8. Children open their presents on 25 December. 

9. Traditional British Christmas dinner is roast chicken with carrots, potatoes, peas, Brussels 

    sprouts and gravy. They also eat sausages, bacon and Christmas pudding. 

10.The Queen has two birthdays: her real birthday is on 11 April, her official one is on the second 

     Saturday in June. 

11. The Queen opens Parliament every autumn. 

12. Black cats and horseshoes are lucky in Britain. 

13. The number 13 is very lucky. 
14. Mary Queen of Scots liked marmalade when she was ill. 
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1. true

2. false  (Scotland)  

3. true   
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8. true
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